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That cm atheist can know dearly that the three angles of a
triangle are equal to two right angles, I do not deny, I merely affirm
that, on the other hand, such knowledge on his part cannot consti-
tute true science, because no knowledge that can be rendered
doubtful should be called science. Since he is, as supposed, an
Atheist, he cannot be sure that he is not deceived in the things
that seem most evident to him, as has been sufficiently shown ; and
though perchance the doubt does not occur to him, nevertheless it
may come up, if he examine the matter, or if another suggests it;
he can never be safe from it unless he first recognises the existence
of a God.

And it does not matter though he think he has demonstrations
proving that there is no God. Since they are by no means true,
the errors in them can always be pointed out to him, and when this
takes place he will be driven from his opinion.

This would certainly not be difficult to do, if to represent all his
proofs he were to bring into play only that principle you here append,
viz. that what is infinite in every kind of perfection excludes every
other entity whatsoever, etc. \ For, in the first place, if he is asked
whence comes his knowledge that that exclusion of all other entities
is a characteristic of the infinite, there is nothing he can reasonably
say in reply; for by the word infinite neither is he wont to under-
stand that which excludes the existence of finite things, nor can he
know anything of the characteristic2 of that which he deems to be
nothing, and to have hence no characteristics at all, except what is
contained merely in the meaning he has learned from others to
attach to the word. Next, what could be the power of this imaginary
infinite if it could never create anything? Finally, because we are
aware of some power of thinking within us, we easily conceive that
the power of thinking can reside in some other being, and that it
is greater than in us. But though we think of it as increased to
infinity, we do not on that account fear that the power we have
should become less. And the same holds good of all the other
attributes we ascribe to God, even that of His might3, provided that
we assume that no such power exists in us except as subject to the
Divine will. Hence evidently He can be known as infinite without
any prejudice to the existence of created things.

Fourthly4, in denying that God lies, or is a deceiver, I fancy

1 Of. Obj. ii. p. 27, ad init.                         2 naturam.

8 His power of producing effects external to himself, F. Y.
4 Of. Obj. p. 27.